
An Accreditation Conversation

Welcome

The webinar begins at 9:30

All participants will be on mute until recognized. 
Dial in using your phone.

INCLUDE BOTH THE ACCESS CODE AND THE 
PIN NUMBER AS YOU DIAL IN!!!

Be sure to turn off the sound on your computer 
to reduce background noise.

Please use the Question Box for questions.

Thank you for joining us today!
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While so much has changed 
since March 2020…

The ECE Profession did put forth a 
framework and standards to guide our 

work. Let’s use them both as a North Star 
and pathway for rebuilding our devastated 

ECE field.
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Our Vision

“Each and every child, beginning at birth, 
has the opportunity to benefit from 
high-quality, affordable early 
childhood education, 
delivered by an effective, diverse, well-prepared, 
and well-compensated workforce.”

Where We are Going
• Recognized degrees and credentials

• Valued, respected, well-compensated

• Early childhood educators must earn bachelor’s 

• Early childhood education as a public good

• Equitable access



Unifying Framework Higher Ed 
Recommendations
• Three primary pathways that prepare ECEs
•Unbiased, equitable, and efficient access 
•Generalize before specialize 
• Programs of study aligned to the Professional Standards and 

Competencies 
• Professional preparation programs need to be accredited
•Access to infrastructure and resources to prepare effective 

early childhood educators
oFaculty and Professional Development Specialists
oInstitutional Supports
oStudents
oLeadership



COVID-19 Impact on Higher Ed

Almost every institution shifted its classes online for the semester

Economic impact on faculty and students

Uncertainty about the future – potential college closures, summer 
and fall enrollment, potential extended stay-at-home/shelter-in-
place orders

Institutions’ primary and “non-obvious” revenue and exposure 
losses



COVID-19 Impact on Higher Ed
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Specific aspects of the course that half or more of the 
students perceived to suffer after moving to remote 
instruction were: 
• opportunities to collaborate with other students on course 

work
• keeping students interested in the course content
• making students feel included as a member of the class

On the other hand, a majority of students thought the 
course was about the same, better, or much better 
after going online in terms of: 
• understanding what was expected in the course
• the instructor’s knowledge of their strengths and 

weaknesses
• the availability of help with the course 
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Note: Practices in italics are those deemed "recommended" by Digital Promise.

Instructional Practices Students Instructors

2-Year 4-Year 2-Year 4-Year

Live sessions for asking questions/participating in 
discussions 59% 71% 67% 72%

Real-world examples 64% 67% 49% 53%
Recorded lectures 54% 69% 55% 58%
Frequent quizzes 72% 60% 53% 44%

Live lectures by the instructor with students watching 56% 62% 44% 46%

Videos from external sources 57% 53% 59% 47%

Personal messages from the instructor 66% 49% 79% 72%

Assignments having you express what you had learned 54% 46% 45% 40%

Breaking course activities up into shorter pieces 40% 32% 34% 38%

Group projects 25% 37% 22% 31%

Breakout groups during a live class 24% 25% -- --
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COVID Impact on ECE Degree 
Programs



COVID Impact on ECE Degree 
Programs

41% of faculty 
reported that 
none of their 
students were 
able to have 
field 
experiences in 
Spring 2020

55% reported 
that some 
students were 
able to have 
field 
experiences



COVID Impact on ECE Degree 
Programs



Your Questions

• What does accreditation for associate and baccalaureate degree programs look like in 2020?  

• Faculty report that accreditation is time consuming and difficult to complete.  

• Is anything being done to make the process simpler?

• Are there ways as community partners that we can assist or support the accreditation process?

• In the COVID 19 world most higher education for the EC workforce is online and likely to 
remain that way. Does accreditation help faculty prepare for a total online environment? 

• How can IHE’s navigate clinical experiences during COVID and still maintain accreditation?

• What strategies have states used to finance accreditation?  



Accreditation Expectations

• The Standards and the System are agnostic about program delivery mode

• For now, we are considering this to be a unique period (March 2020 through 
December 2020)
• Field Experiences
• Key Assessments
• Learning Opportunities

• Virtual site visits in Fall 2020, will re-evaluate the plan for Spring 2021

• COVID-19 Addendum for the AR and SSR Templates
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New Standards are on the Horizon

• Aligns to the Unifying Framework’s focus on necessary infrastructure 
and ensuring all early childhood educators are proficient in the 
Professional Standards and Competencies

• Elevates the program of study design, program organization and 
faculty

• Maintains a strong focus on candidate proficiency in the Professional 
Standards and Competencies and how programs are collecting and 
using that data to improve teaching and learning

• Revises and updates field experience expectations 18



Maintaining Quality

• Supplementing learning opportunities
• Identifying quality OER materials
• Meeting student needs
• Understanding the community’s altered early 

learning program landscape
• Prioritizing virtual field experiences and 

maximizing in-person field experience 
opportunities
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Resources on the Unifying 
Framework and Standards

• Powertotheprofession.org
• Unifying Framework (available in English and Spanish)
• Summary of the Unifying Framework Recommendations 

through a Higher Ed lens
• Decision Cycles
• Professional Standards and Competencies (available in 

English and Spanish)
• Executive Summary of the Professional Standard and 

Competencies
• Comparison of 2010 Standards to 2020 Standards

http://powertotheprofession.org/
http://powertotheprofession.org/unifying-framework/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SRL8P6ObfLJ-4TYBTuHBsGq5suI5yXMQ/view?usp=sharing
http://powertotheprofession.org/source-documents/
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/position-statements/professional-standards-competencies
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/position-statements/professional_standards_and_competencies_for_early_childhood_educators_-_exec_summ.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/position-statements/side_by_side_standards_comparison.pdf


COVID Resources for ECE Higher Ed 
Programs

NAEYC’s COVID Resources

ACCESS ListServ and SKIP Calls
› Google doc of resources

SCRIPT-NC Resources

ACE Summary of Higher Ed Provisions in the CARES Act

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/covid-19
https://accessece.org/forums
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hL2dbkaYPJwCQYohhh2Te6Z-2th90aRJT3r_UHX6Qg0/edit
https://scriptnc.fpg.unc.edu/shifting-blackboards
https://www.acenet.edu/Documents/Summary-CARES-Act-HigherEd-Provisions-032620.pdf


“You do not need to know … exactly 
where it is all going. What you really 
need is to recognize the possibilities 
and challenges offered by the present 
moment, and to embrace them with 
courage, faith and hope.”

-Thomas Merton
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Be well and be in touch!

mharrill@naeyc.org

highered@naeyc.org

mailto:mharrill@naeyc.org
mailto:highered@naeyc.org

