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The resources in this bibliography have been collected as part of the Moving the Needle on Compensation 
Initiative at the T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® National Center and shared with members of teams from 13 
states participating in the Initiative. Center staff, state teams, and current events inform these selections. 
The resources fit (generally) into three categories with some overlap among categories. 
 

• Compensation Strategies – These resource selections include those implemented by states and 
localities to influence compensation for the ECE workforce or funding mechanisms such as tax 
credits or shared services that have had prior success. 

 

• ECE Workforce Education and Compensation – These resources and tools reflect one of the core 
compensation issues for the ECE workforce – the interplay of increased compensation and 
increased qualifications. Resources related to child outcomes and high-quality programs reflect 
the need for highly qualified staff with increased qualifications. 

 

• Workforce Data and Demographics – The workforce compensation discussion has encouraged 
the creation of some demographic studies. This section highlights new and existing studies and 
databases that can help inform state teams.  
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Compensation Strategies 
 

These resource selections include those implemented by states and localities to influence compensation for 
the ECE workforce or funding mechanisms such as tax credits or shared services that have had prior success. 
 
A Focus on Compensation. (2020, February). Retrieved from 

 https://teachecnationalcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/A-Focus-on-Compensation-02-19-
20-WEB.pdf 
 

A Way Forward: Registered Apprenticeships and Advancing the Early Childhood Workforce  
(Webcast). (2020, February). Retrieved from https://bipartisanpolicy.org/event/a-way-forward-
registered-apprenticeships-and-advancing-the-early-childhood-workforce-webcast/ 
 

Alliance for Early Childhood Finance. (2018). Shared Services. Retrieved from Alliance for Early Childhood 
Finance: http://www.earlychildhoodfinance.org/shared-services  

 
Aurelian, M. and Sirota, A. (2019). A Two Generation Approach to Early Childhood: The Role of Wages and 

Compensation in Achieving Quality & Access Goals. Retrieved from North Carolina Justice Center. 
https://www.ncjustice.org/publications/a-two-generation-approach-to-early-childhood-the-role-of-
wages-and-compensation-in-achieving-quality-access-goals/  

 
Barnett, W. S., & Friedman-Krauss, A. H., (2016). State(s) of Head Start. New Brunswick, NJ: National Institute 

for Early Education Research. http://nieer.org/headstart  
 
Berkel, J. V., & Star Tribune. (2020, February 14). Minnesota lawmakers propose ways to ease child-care 

crunch. Retrieved from https://m.startribune.com/minnesota-lawmakers-divided-on-fix-for-child-
care-crunch/567857352/ 

 
Bornfreund, L. (2017, August). Q and A with Elizabeth Groginsky on DC's New ECE Credentialing 

Requirement. Retrieved from New America: https://www.newamerica.org/education-
policy/edcentral/q-elizabeth-groginsky-dcs-new-ece-credentialing-requirements/  

 
Boston Consulting Group. (2017). How – and WHY – U.S. Cities are Rethinking Early-Childhood Education. 

https://www.bcg.com/publications/2017/education-public-sector-us-cities-are-rethinking-early-
childhood-education.aspx  

 
Burbank, J. (2016, February). The Early Childhood Education Career and Wage Ladder-The unfunded link 

essential for high quality early learning. Retrieved March 2017, from Economic Opportunity Institute: 
http://www.eoionline.org/education/early-learning/the-early-childhood-education-career-and-wage-
ladder-2/  

 
Child Care WAGE$®. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/child-care-wagereg.html 
 
 

https://teachecnationalcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/A-Focus-on-Compensation-02-19-20-WEB.pdf
https://teachecnationalcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/A-Focus-on-Compensation-02-19-20-WEB.pdf
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/event/a-way-forward-registered-apprenticeships-and-advancing-the-early-childhood-workforce-webcast/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/event/a-way-forward-registered-apprenticeships-and-advancing-the-early-childhood-workforce-webcast/
http://www.earlychildhoodfinance.org/shared-services
https://www.ncjustice.org/publications/a-two-generation-approach-to-early-childhood-the-role-of-wages-and-compensation-in-achieving-quality-access-goals/
https://www.ncjustice.org/publications/a-two-generation-approach-to-early-childhood-the-role-of-wages-and-compensation-in-achieving-quality-access-goals/
http://nieer.org/headstart
https://m.startribune.com/minnesota-lawmakers-divided-on-fix-for-child-care-crunch/567857352/
https://m.startribune.com/minnesota-lawmakers-divided-on-fix-for-child-care-crunch/567857352/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/q-elizabeth-groginsky-dcs-new-ece-credentialing-requirements/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/q-elizabeth-groginsky-dcs-new-ece-credentialing-requirements/
https://www.bcg.com/publications/2017/education-public-sector-us-cities-are-rethinking-early-childhood-education.aspx
https://www.bcg.com/publications/2017/education-public-sector-us-cities-are-rethinking-early-childhood-education.aspx
http://www.eoionline.org/education/early-learning/the-early-childhood-education-career-and-wage-ladder-2/
http://www.eoionline.org/education/early-learning/the-early-childhood-education-career-and-wage-ladder-2/
http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/child-care-wagereg.html
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Committee for Economic Development. (2018). Child Care in State Economies.   
https://www.ced.org/pdf/National%20Overview%20-
%20Child%20Care%20in%20State%20Economies.pdf 

 
Committee for Economic Development. (2017). Pathways to High-Quality Child Care: The Workforce 

Investment Credit. https://www.ced.org/reports/early-learning/pathways-to-high-quality-child-care 
 
Committee for Economic Development. (2020). Pathways to High-Quality Child Care: The Workforce 

Investment Credit. Retrieved from https://www.ced.org/reports/early-learning/pathways-to-high-
quality-child-care 

 
Committee for Economic Development. (2019). Tax Credit Toolkit: Early Childhood Workforce. Retrieved 

from https://www.ced.org/toolkits/early-childhood-workforce-tax-credit 
 
Compensation and Wage Augmentation Grants for Economic Support (C-WAGES). Retrieved March 2017, 

from San Francisco Office of Early Childhood Education: http://sfoece.org/cwages/  
 
Cook, S., & Bornfreund, L. (2015, November). Starting Young - Massachusetts Birth-3rd Grade Policies that 

Support Children's Literacy Development. Retrieved from New America.org: 
https://static.newamerica.org/attachments/11901-starting-
young/StartingYoung11.13.3ebe6fdcefde4d86b28717e2399119af.pdf  

 
Cullinane, A. (2020, February 27). Early childhood advocates, elected leaders launch Right from the Start 

campaign. NBC news. Retrieved https://turnto10.com/i-team/schools-in-crisis/early-childhood-
advocates-elected-leaders-launch-right-from-the-start-campaign 

 
Daniel, S. (2018). Low Pay, High Turnover Plagues Colorado Preschool Teachers. Retrieved from NIEER. 

http://nieer.org/news/low-pay-high-turnover-plagues-colorado-preschool-
teachers?platform=hootsuite 

 
Douglass, A. (2018).  Equal Pay for Early Educators Will Take More than Legislation. Retrieved from Edify. 

https://www.wbur.org/edify/2018/07/25/commentary-equal-pay-early-educators 
 
Douglass, A. (2018).  To Improve Early Childhood Education, Nurture Teachers.  Retrieved from WBUR.   

https://www.wbur.org/cognoscenti/2018/01/12/to-improve-early-childhood-education-nurture-
teachers  

 
Early Care and Education State Budget Actions FY 2017.  Retrieved from National Conference of State 

Legislators: http://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/early-care-and-education-state-budget-
actions-fy-2017.aspx  

 
Early Learning Performance Funding Project. (2017). Retrieved from Florida Office of Early Learning: 

http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/school_readiness/early_learning_performance_funding_projec
t.aspx  

 

https://www.ced.org/pdf/National%20Overview%20-%20Child%20Care%20in%20State%20Economies.pdf
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https://www.ced.org/toolkits/early-childhood-workforce-tax-credit
http://sfoece.org/cwages/
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http://nieer.org/news/low-pay-high-turnover-plagues-colorado-preschool-teachers?platform=hootsuite
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https://www.wbur.org/cognoscenti/2018/01/12/to-improve-early-childhood-education-nurture-teachers
http://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/early-care-and-education-state-budget-actions-fy-2017.aspx
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http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/school_readiness/early_learning_performance_funding_project.aspx
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/school_readiness/early_learning_performance_funding_project.aspx
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Elements of High Quality Preschool Programs. Retrieved March 2017, from New Jersey Education: 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/code/current/title6a/chap13a.pdf  

 
Gibbs, J. (2019, June 15). Shared services: Central Texas entities team up for child care solutions. Retrieved 

from https://www.tdtnews.com/news/article_345dc2b6-8fc5-11e9-b3a5-5b6a4bc03496.html 
 
Gilmer, M. (2016, February 29). Lilly-United Way Partnership Sets Sights on Younger Generation. Retrieved 

from Indianapolis Star: https://www.unitedway.org/the-latest/in-the-news/lilly-united-way-
partnership-sets-sights-on-younger-generation   

 
Gould, E., Whitebook, M., Mokhiber, Z., Austin, L. J. E. Center for the Study of Child Care Employment. (2019, 

July 23). Breaking the silence on early child care and education costs: A values-based budget for 
children, parents, and teachers in California. Retrieved from https://cscce.berkeley.edu/breaking-the-
silence-on-costs/ 

 
Gould, E., Whitebook, M., Mokhiber, Z., & Austin, L. J. E. (2020, January 15). A values-based early care and 

education system would benefit children, parents, and teachers in ALABAMA. (All states available.) 
Retrieved from https://www.epi.org/publication/ece-in-the-states/ 

 
Graham, M. (2017, August). T.E.A.C.H.: A Strategy to Strengthen the ECE Workforce. Retrieved from Early 

Childhood Action Collective: http://ecactioncollective.org/index.php/blog/223-t-e-a-c-h-a-strategy-
to-strengthen-the-ece-workforce   This entry is from Voices but I would make an argument for it 
being here. 

 
Income Tax Credit for Early Childhood Educators. (2019, May 3). Retrieved from 

http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1005 
 
Kalifeh, P. (2020, January 8). Florida Teacher Salaries: Consider an Early Learning-20 System. Retrieved from 

https://www.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/20200108/point-of-view-florida-teacher-salaries-consider-
early-learning-20-system 

 
Katz, A. and Loewenberg, A.  (2019).  Putting Degrees Within Reach: Strategies for Financing Early Educator 

Degrees.  Retrieved from New America: Education Policy. https://www.newamerica.org/education-
policy/reports/putting-degrees-within-reach/  

 
Legislature, Washington State. (n.d.). Child care workers - Career and wage ladder. Retrieved March 2017.  

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.215.505  
 
Lieberman, A., & Loewenberg, A. (2016, October). Slowly but Surely – How Indiana Is Building a Pre-K 

Program. Retrieved from New America:                                                                                                 
https://na-production.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/Slowly-But-Surely_NA.pdf  

 
Lieberman, A. (2017, March). Better Compensation: A Necessary Component for a Strong Head Start 

Workforce. Retrieved from New America: https://www.newamerica.org/education-
policy/edcentral/head-start-workforce/  

http://www.state.nj.us/education/code/current/title6a/chap13a.pdf
https://www.tdtnews.com/news/article_345dc2b6-8fc5-11e9-b3a5-5b6a4bc03496.html
https://www.unitedway.org/the-latest/in-the-news/lilly-united-way-partnership-sets-sights-on-younger-generation
https://www.unitedway.org/the-latest/in-the-news/lilly-united-way-partnership-sets-sights-on-younger-generation
https://cscce.berkeley.edu/breaking-the-silence-on-costs/
https://cscce.berkeley.edu/breaking-the-silence-on-costs/
https://www.epi.org/publication/ece-in-the-states/
http://ecactioncollective.org/index.php/blog/223-t-e-a-c-h-a-strategy-to-strengthen-the-ece-workforce
http://ecactioncollective.org/index.php/blog/223-t-e-a-c-h-a-strategy-to-strengthen-the-ece-workforce
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb19-1005
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/20200108/point-of-view-florida-teacher-salaries-consider-early-learning-20-system
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/20200108/point-of-view-florida-teacher-salaries-consider-early-learning-20-system
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/putting-degrees-within-reach/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/putting-degrees-within-reach/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.215.505
https://na-production.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/Slowly-But-Surely_NA.pdf
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/head-start-workforce/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/head-start-workforce/
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Lieberman, A. (2018, April). How States Can Develop Their Early Education Workforce. Retrieved from 

Education Commission of the States: https://www.ecs.org/how-states-can-develop-their-early-
education-workforce/  

 
Lutton, A. (2018). Apprenticeship as a Degree Attainment Strategy for the Early Childhood Workforce.  

Philadelphia Hospital and Health Care District 1199C Training & Fund.    
https://1199ctraining.org/docs/AllisonLutton_ApprenticeshipWhitePaper_formatted090418.pdf 

 
Matthews, D. (2019, July 19). Governors in these states can give workers a raise with the stroke of a pen. 

Retrieved from https://www.vox.com/platform/amp/future-perfect/2019/7/19/20698079/wage-
boards-union-labor-movement-california-colorado-new-jersey 

 
Mayor Bowser Highlights Early Education Initiative, Celebrates First Step CDA Program. (2017, July). 

Retrieved from DC.gov: https://mayor.dc.gov/release/mayor-bowser-highlights-early-childhood-
education-initiatives-celebrates-first-step-cda  

 
McCarthy, M. A. (2017, October). The Crisis Facing America's Preschool Teachers. Retrieved from The 

Atlantic: https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/10/the-crisis-facing-americas-
preschool-teachers/544002/  

 
McLean, C., Whitebook, M., & Roh, E. (2019, May 1). From Unlivable Wages to Just Pay for Early Educators: 

Center for the Study of Child Care Employment. Retrieved from https://cscce.berkeley.edu/from-
unlivable-wages-to-just-pay-for-early-educators/ 

 
Meacham, D.  (2018). How Can I Use the Early Childhood Workforce Index for Advocacy and Action in My 

State?  Center for the Study of the Child Care Workforce. Berkeley: University of California. 
http://cscce.berkeley.edu/files/2018/11/2018-index-state-guide.pdf?utm_source=BUILD+Initiative+-
+General+List&utm_campaign=4ba10c922f-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_11_09_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_48a0135618-
4ba10c922f-109592713 

 

Miller-Cox, M. (2018). In the Rush to Improve Early Education, Don't Forget About Teachers.  Retrieved from 
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education.html 
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Retrieved from Early Childhood Policy Research: http://www.earlychildhoodfinance.org/dev/wp-
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